Together we learn, together we grow,together we thrive

Friday 6" March 2026

Important Dates:
Dear parents and carers,

e 9th-12th March -
Music and Drama
Festival

e 17 March —1RTU
Dance

e 24 g& 26t March —
parents’ evenings.

e 25t March — EYFS to

It has been another busy and rewarding week in school. The improving
weather has meant some sunny playtimes, which have been a real treat for
everyone.

Class 3/4H have made a super start to their swimming lessons, showing
determination, resilience and improving skills each session. Swimming is
such an important life skill, so we have been delighted to see how well the
children are doing so far.

visit library
h -
Earlier this week we welcomed our Year 1 parents into school for a phonics ® 27" March :
. . . . .. . . Together we Thrive
information session and the opportunity to see how phonics is delivered in .

; ] Awards *Please note
school. We hope'lt was boti_'n L{sgful ar\d en!oyable; Yve are_ absoluteIY sure this is @ revised date.
that the parents involved will join us in saying how incredible the children e 27t March - End of
were and how hard they work! Thank you to the Year 1 teachers for term

organising and delivering this session.

The Book Fair also took place this week and was busy every evening. It was
wonderful to see and hear the buzz of children excitedly browsing and
choosing books. Thank you to the families who supported this event. Your
support also helps us as a school continue to add to our library provision and
encourage all children to enjoy reading.

World Book Day on Thursday was a great success. We wore our pyjamas,
brought our teddies and enjoyed a day filled with stories and book-related
activities. Some classes joined a live World Book Day lesson, while others
took part in live author sessions during the week. Reading for pleasure is so
important, and we hope our children have enjoyed and been inspired by the
activities. At the end of this week’s newsletter | have attached the new
edition of “BookDrop” magazine which contains some great The whole
recommendations for new books. school

attendance

Wishing all of our families a wonderful weekend

this week was:
96.1%




Attendance

School attendance is incredibly important, and the government sets the target for all pupils at
95%. We are grateful to everyone for supporting good attendance. Well done 2A for 100%
attendance this week. At this time of year when winter illnesses are prevalent the following
website can offer additional useful guidance: https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-
for-school/
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95.3% | 93.4% | 95.7% | 92.3% | 100% | 94.9% | 97.3% | 94.3% | 96% | 96.7% | 98.6% | 97.4% | 95.6%
Punctuality is also vital. The school doors open at 8:50 and close at 9pm when registration is
taken and lessons begin. Being 5 minutes late each day adds up to over 3 days lost over a
year. Being on time really does help children settle quickly and be ready to learn. Where
lateness is a repeated pattern we will aim to look at reasons and support improvement.

Key Steps Gymnastics

Last Friday, a group of our children took part in the
Carlisle Key Step Gymnastics Competition. Miss Reed and
Mrs Reed were incredibly proud of everyone who
competed, as they represented the school brilliantly in
what was a very strong and competitive event. The
children showed great focus, determination and
teamwork throughout their performances. We are
delighted to share that the team achieved third place in
Key Step 1 and second place in both Key Step 2 and Key
Step 3, meaning all of the children returned with a well-
deserved medal. A huge well done to all involved.

Girls’ Football.

This week our Under 11 girls football team took part in
a round of league fixtures, playing three matches and
showing great determination and teamwork
throughout. They played very well and, although the
final result did not go our way, the girls showed
wonderful perseverance and enthusiasm, continued to
work hard for one another and showed real
improvement across the matches. Well done girls — we
are proud of you!




Online Safety

We are aware that some children are watching films or playing games that have age ratings
above those recommended for them. Age ratings are in place for a reason — to help ensure that
children are not exposed to content they may not yet be mature enough to understand or
process. We ask families to please be mindful of this when choosing films, games and online
content for their children.

We would also like to remind families that smart watches with internet access or camera features
are not permitted to be worn in school. Thank you for your support in helping us maintain a safe
and appropriate environment for all children.

Toys in school

We have noticed an increasing number of children bringing toys into school each day, including
small resin animals and cuddly toys. We kindly ask that these toys remain at home. They can easily
be lost, may cause distractions during the school day and can sometimes lead to disagreements
between children. We have also had to remind some children not to put these items in their
mouths, as they can present a choking hazard. Thank you for your support in helping us maintain
a safe and focused learning environment.

Midday Supervisor Vacancy.

Are you friendly, reliable and passionate about supporting children in a school environment? We
are seeking a caring and enthusiastic Midday Supervisor to join our dedicated team. Please
contact the school office or see the school website for more information
https://www.stanwix.cumbria.sch.uk/vacancies-1/



https://www.stanwix.cumbria.sch.uk/vacancies-1/
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Whatis
Megalomaniacs
about?

Megalomaniacs is about a
whole host of tiny cute aliens
who crash land in a town called
Bobbletown, and all start trying
to take over! But each of the
Megalomaniacs has their own
special powers, and they usually
end up fighting each other
instead. It's funny, exciting,

and very very silly!

Have you always
enjoyedreading and
creating comics?

Ever since | can remember! My
dad used to drive me to the
newsagent at 7am on a Sunday
morning and I'd buy all the
weekly comics on the shelves,
then spend the day reading
them. They inspired me to start
making my own comics too,
and now it's my full time job!

What's the best thing
about being a comic
book creator?

I love telling stories, particularly
funny ones, and comics were the
perfect way for me to do that as
it's such a visual and expressive
medium. | also get to meet lots
and lots of my readers, and see
the comics they've made, and

| even get to travel to other
countries to do that too! It's

the best job in the world!
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Watch Jamie's videos
at authorfy.com
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NEW CHILDREN'S BOOKS:

Picture Books & Early Readers

Out

23"

April # e

Alex Patrick Jake Hapkins

A celebration of the imagination, Kid Super cute, super deadly and SUPER
Rex brings adventure and magic to FUN! This hilarious, action-packed
the mundane, making everyday tasks series - full of high kicks and hijinks - is
exciting and fun. perfect for newly independent readers.

CLICKHERE TO

READ EXTRACTS
FROM THESE BOOKS

Bear has woken up to find a storm
cloud above his head and he just can't
get rid of it. Can his friends help him to
find his way through the storm to
discover the brightest of rainbows?
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CHEESY BOR STRIKES‘

Welcome to HAPPY
HILLS, where you'll find
epic LOLS, dramatic
ACTION scenes, a
scattering of MILD PERIL,
and MUCH MORE!

Full of robots, puns and
dastardly dad-napping,
this hilarious series is
perfect for fans of
BUNNY VS MONKEY
and DOG MAN!

You won't be able to
contain your giggles!
Harriet Muncaster,
author and illustrator
of Isadora Moon

A brand-new graphic
novel series in a riot
of colour

Dadbot isn't your

Hilariously funny average robot!

A full-colour graphic
novel series

Sit your bot down
and read it!

"
#JESSIE l

A page-turning story of
two children whose lives
collide when they find an
ancient treasure with the

power to return to them
the most precious thing

they have ever lost.

A rip-roaring plot,
spine-tingling twists
and an unforgettable

cast of characters

Full of magic & wonder

Perfect for readers
aged 8+
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Enter the portal to the
incredible cosmic realm
in this epic fantasy
adventure, perfect for
fans of ‘Skandar’ and
‘Percy Jackson'.

Book 3 in a fast-paced,
funny adventure trilogy

An edge-of-your-seat
race between worlds

‘Mythology with a
modern makeover’

- Maz Evans, author of
Who Let The Gods Out?

When Adam and his
friends accidentally
reveal the secret location
of ex-Ml6 quartermaster,
Professor Goodspeed,
they don't expect
supervillains to turn up
on their doorstep!

Like James Bond with a
dash of Johnny English

A laugh-out-loud
new series

Action-packed
spy adventures

lsaac's summer in Italy
goes horribly wrong
when he becomes

embroiled in a heist to

clear his grandfather's

name. Can Isaac shine
a light on the truth in

time?

Chase scenes, codes &
mindbending science

A daring heist during
a solar eclipse

The third adventure in
the thrilling ‘Isaac Turner
Investigates’ series
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BOOKREVIEWS &
RECOMMENDATIONS
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M MIKEY PLEASE

We are always looking for gorgeous
new picture books and when this one
arrived, we were immediately in love.
Written by Mikey Please, this story
follows Renee who dreams of opening
a cafe. When she does, things don't go
to plan. Let's just say her customers are
very interesting! This is a favourite at
home with my two year old but it was
also a real hit at school — especially in
assembly where children of all ages sat
absolutely captured by the gorgeous
rhymes and stunning illustrations.
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This book follows Bitsy and Kosh on a
magical adventure which starts when
Bitsy’s dad gets kidnapped and magical
creatures start to appear out of thin air.
The illustrations of the weird and
wonderful creatures are real treats at
the start of each chapter (we had a lot
of fun thinking about which ‘Magicores’
we would like to conjure). The book
reminds us a little bit of Pokémon and
Harry Potter only with lots more twists
and turns. Some of us have already
nearly finished the sequel!

Book Council at
Russell Scott
Primary School

Miss Cotton,
Carter & Ella

Russell Scott
Primary School




Reading forPleasure

Tips fromthe OpenUniversity team

Book chat
made easy

Sharing thoughts together, reader to
reader, can be simple and enjoyable. You
and your child might start with:

. I noticed...

. | wonder why...

. That made me feel...

. | keep thinking about...
. This reminds me of...

A few relaxed minutes of book chat can
help build confidence, connection and
enjoyment. For more ideas, visit

Book Chat: Reading with your child -
Videos and guide - Reading for Pleasure

®© i, The Open
i .Bnnk Chat 9%%

Davaloping o Love of Reading

1 i —
| lveonder ﬁlﬁr | | wander
. what's going poing 10... vy he
[ b happan! L | el cha?
i -

W lave
ENFIPET 0.

¥ = don't we!

The Reading for
Pleasure team
recommend...

Bold & funny

Relates to children’s
feelings

Perfect for pausing &
chatting together

Reading
LI+ for Pleasure e e

University
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Proud to suppornrt
The National Year

Authorfy is FREE for the National [ - ' of Reading 2026.
Year of Reading 2024! : B =

GO
ALL
IN.
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The Children's Book Award 2026

' Children's

Book Award
The fff’ﬁﬁ‘?{ég Children's Book Groups
The 2026 shortlist for the Children's Book Award was announced on 2nd March. Run by
the Federation of Children's Book Groups, this award is the only national award voted
for entirely by children. Votes from around 500 books submitted by publishers each
year are counted up and the most popular make up the Top Ten. This year's titles are:

THE FEDERATION OF CHILDREN'S

BOOK GROUPS

Books for Younger Children

MR GEEREDE e TRITNMAE

Any child can vote at the shortlist stage. You need to read all the
books in any of the categories and then rank them in order of
your favourites. Online voting opens on Monday 23rd March and
the form can be found at https://fcbg.org.uk/childrens-book-
award-2026 where you will also find resources to make more of
the books and background information about the award.
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JAN & FEB 2026 MORE AT AUTHORFY.COM

BOOKDROP!

In partnership withthe UK's publishing industry...

BookTrust authorfy. [

Change your story
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